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large ceramic jugs called amphorae, was likely
bound for Egypt or the Phoenician colony of
Carthage. Surprisingly, the amphorae were
found intact and in pristine condition, pre
served by the bitter cold temperatures and
lack of sunlight at such depths.
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Ballard happened te be in the snight plécc at
the right time, as seems to be the case with
some of his previous discoveries. Two years ago,
investigators set out to locate a lost Israeli sub-
marine in the eastern Mediterranean. With the
help of a nuclear submarine from the U.S.
Navy, they discovered the barest hints of a ship-
wreck. Soon Ballard was on the case. His team
explored the site with the underwater ROV
Jason, a global positioning satellite, and a deep-
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oldest known deep-water shipwrecks, in the
depths of the Mediterranean Sea, about 48
kilometers from the Israeli coastal city of
Ashkelon. Phoenician mariners sailed more
than 2,500 years ago into the uncertain waters

of the Mediterranean, praying to their storm
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BACKGROUND: The largest piece.of the Titani
chunk of its hull, is recovered. INSET: Dr. Robert Ballard
aboard the Delta submarine, used in the exploration of
the Lusitania off Kinsdale, Ireland.

god for a successful voyage — only to meet
their deaths in a vielent storm.

These two ships are believed to have cap-
sized during a storm about 750 B.C., after set
ting sail from the Phoenician port of Tyre.

Their cargo of wine, housed in hundreds of
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